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HELIOS TOWERS AFRICA TO PARTNER WITH VODACOM IN TANZANIA 
  
Helios Towers Africa (HTA), the leading, independent, telecoms towers company in Africa, announces 
that its Tanzanian subsidiary, Helios Towers Tanzania (“HTT” or “the Company”) has reached an 
agreement with Vodacom Tanzania Limited (“Vodacom”), Tanzania's leading mobile network operator 
to acquire 100% of its existing tower network in the country for stock and cash in Vodacom Group’s 
first ever towers transaction. 
 
The partnership between HTT and Vodacom involves the transfer of 1,149 existing telecoms towers 
from Vodacom to HTT and a commitment to an ambitious, short-term rollout which will see a 
significant increase in points of service owned by HTT and more than doubles HTT’s existing 
presence in Tanzania. 
  
Transaction highlights  
  

 HTT acquires all of Vodacom’s existing passive infrastructure and supplies Vodacom with a 
significant increase in points of service in Tanzania; 

 Vodacom to lease back the infrastructure subject to a long term contract; and 

 Pro forma for the acquisition, HTA will be providing close to 2,700 points of service to Vodacom 
and affiliates across Africa  

 
The deal will expand HTA’s tower coverage in Africa to 4,700 owned towers and is another example 
of HTA partnering with an industry-leading mobile network operator in Africa. This partnership model 
is core to HTA’s offering. 
  
By collaborating with its customers and being solely focused on providing a telecoms infrastructure 
solution, HTA helps its customers to achieve their goals of reducing operating cost, preserving capital, 
focusing on their core business, and mitigating the proliferation of towers through infrastructure 
sharing, as they expand network coverage and capacity to meet demand and improve quality of 
service. 
  
The structure of the cash and shares transaction, which involves Vodacom acquiring a 24.5% share in 
HTT, also demonstrates the belief and confidence of a leading African telecoms operator in the 
business model of tower sharing and in the business model and operational capabilities of HTA. 
 
The transaction is subject to customary closing conditions and regulatory approvals. 
  
Chuck Green, Chief Executive Officer of HTA, added: 
  
“HTA is proud to be chosen by Vodacom as its partner for the ownership and management of its 
existing infrastructure and as the solution provider for its future roll out. This is a ground-breaking 
move for Vodacom and their equity investment is a significant endorsement of HTA’s reputation, 
management team and operating track record.” 
  

<ends> 
  
Further information 
  
Helios Towers Africa 
Charles Green +44 20 7871 3670 
  
Pelham Bell Pottinger 
Victoria Geoghegan / Nick Lambert +44 20 7861 3925 
  
www.heliostowersafrica.com 
  
  
 

http://www.heliostowersafrica.com/


 
 
 
Notes to Editors 
  

 Helios Towers Africa (HTA) is the leading, independent, telecom tower company in Africa; 
 

 HTA acquires, builds and manages telecom infrastructure, leasing it to operators in Africa. HTA 
pioneered the sale-leaseback model in Africa, buying towers held by single operators and 
leasing them back to the seller and multiple other operators simultaneously; 

 

 Both HTA’s model of shared telecoms infrastructure and its scale, help deliver improved 
efficiency for operators, reduced costs for users and increased accessibility; 

 

 Post transaction, HTA will own c. 4,700 towers, the largest number held by an independent 
company focused exclusively on Africa. At present, HTA operates in Ghana, Tanzania and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo; 

 

 HTA has been operational since 2009. Investors include: Helios Investment Partners, Quantum 
Strategic Partners, Albright Capital Management, RIT Capital Partners and the International 
Finance Corporation; and 

 

 As a result of HTT’s acquisition of Millicom’s towers in 2011, Millicom also owns shares 
representing 24.5% of HTT 

 
 


